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responsible for developing NMD, states that American "Control of Space is the ability to assure
access to space, freedom of operations within the space medium, and the ability to deny others the
use of space  protecting US military, civil, and commercial investments in space." 26  US Space
Command "will have a greatly expanded role as an active warfighter  with the potential for a
space-based global precision strike capability  [including] space-based strike weapons" and
space-based lasar systems for NMD.27  This doctrine defies several international treaties, including
the ABM Treaty which forbids the deployment of ABM systems in space and the Outer Space
Treaty of 1967 which prohibits weapons of mass destruction in space.  Current American space
doctrine further pushes the US into a position in which it is forced to rely ever more on its military
fire-power to achieve national objectives, rather than multi-lateral cooperation.  The US Space
Command agenda brings us one step closer to a true Fortress America.

In conclusion, the US must proceed with great caution on the subject of NMD.  The
principle of self-defense is, of course, good.  However, we need to think through unintended
consequences, the appropriate allocation of resources, and how other nations will perceive NMD as
a threat.  The US must weigh every piece of evidence before it conclusively decides either to
withdraw from the ABM treaty, unilaterally or otherwise.  For its own good, the US must consider
the global strategic balance as well as its own national security when making a decision in this
world "forever changed" by September 11, 2001.  Above all, American plans for a NMD should not
be used as cover for future US militarization of space.  What is required now is a skeptical approach
to what will likely be the illusory safety of a National Missile Defense.
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Distribution of this report is encouraged.  This paper can be found on the web at http://www.nukewatch.org in Adobe
Acrobat PDF format.
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